
 

The Friends of Sherborne House  
 

PRESS RELEASE    issued 1 July 2019 

Sherborne Friends publish Occasional Papers to 

highlight historic House 

The Friends of Sherborne House have decided to recommence the publication of the Sherborne 

House Occasional Papers on subjects related to the rich history of the House while they await the 

final decisions on the future of Sherborne House and precisely what the role of the Friends will be. 

In the past The Friends have enjoyed an active role in the running of the House, and it is hoped 

that this will continue in the future. 

Two further papers have now been published, both by Jeremy Barker. The first is on Sir James 

Thornhill’s Folke Altarpiece, a painting of the Resurrection donated to Folke Church in the 

eighteenth century and an early work by the Dorset painter. The second is a beautifully illustrated 

and presented work centred on the two coach panels attributed to Thornhill, currently held in 

Dorset County Museum. It is “A sumptuous and erudite publication with a thrill on every page. And 

some of the photographs are truly exceptional.”  

Jeremy Barker says he aims to:” place the panels in the context of Thornhill’s work as a whole and 

explain the complex allegory and symbolism of all Thornhill’s nine known coach panels.”  

Jeremy Barker is a Cambridge History graduate who taught history and the history of art for many 

years at Sherborne School. He has made a deep study of the life and work of Sir James Thornhill. 

Jeremy says,” If you are curious to know more about the career of Dorset’s outstanding painter 

and in eighteenth century English art history, they will be of great interest.” 

The Friends still run a programme of events ranging from purely social, to academic lectures, 

exhibitions, gallery visits and tours and day seminars. These have an historic and/or artistic theme 

that is relevant to Sherborne House. All monies raised are directed to plans for the benefit of the 

house and future relevant projects. 

The Friends have been happy to offer guided tours of the House to interested groups and 

organisations by prior arrangement over the years. Membership benefits include a regular 

newsletter, social events and priority access to a lecture programme featuring nationally 

respected speakers. Membership also means priority booking for the events programme and 

invitations to private views of exhibitions. To keep the profile of the Sherborne House project in the 

public eye, the Committee is organising a new programme of events which will be published 

shortly. 

These lovely small coffee table books: Folke Altarpiece priced £5.00 and Sir James Thornhill’s 

Painted Coach Panels in Dorset County Museum – in Context, £7.50 are available from Winstone 

Books, Cheap Street, Sherborne and …… 
 
The Friends of Sherborne House is a Registered Charity No. 1060638.  Our Patrons are: Alfred 
Brendel, Sir Timothy Clifford, Jeremy Irons, Dr. David Starkey, Derek Boshier, Brian Phelan.  
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