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            FRIENDS’ 

UPDATE 
Friends of Sherborne House 

         November 2018

 
Dear Friends 

It has been a while since last a newsletter 

was sent out, in large measure because 

there has been so little to tell. Now at last 

there is excellent news that the House has 

been bought and will be used for the 

benefit of all. It is what we have all hoped 

for throughout the many years we have 

been supporting the project. 

 

Sherborne House Trust  

 

Sherborne House Trust (Sherborne) 1992 

is in the process of being dissolved by the 

unanimous decision of its Board. The 

£4,000 owed to the Friends is to be repaid. 

 

In its place, Sherborne House Trust (2018) 

has been formed with three Trustees 

Michael Cannon, Sally Cannon and Chris 

Mitchell. This Trust has now acquired the 

freehold of Sherborne House. Its charitable 

objects are as follows: 

1. THE OBJECTS FOR WHICH THE 

CHARITY IS ESTABLISHED (THE 

OBJECTS) ARE RESTRICTED TO 

PROMOTING AND ADVANCING THE 

EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC IN THE 

ARTS, IN PARTICULAR, BUT NOT 

EXCLUSIVELY BY 1.1 PROMOTING 

AND PROVIDING FACILITIES FOR 

PARTICIPATION IN THE ARTS; AND 

1.2 FOSTERING AND PROMOTING 

THE IMPROVEMENT AND 

DEVELOPMENT OF ARTISTIC 

KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING 

AND APPRECIATION OF THE ARTS; 

AND 

 

 

 

2. RESTORING, PRESERVING AND 

MAINTAINING, FOR THE PUBLIC 

BENEFIT, SHERBORNE HOUSE  

DORSET  INCLUDING THE 

THORNHILL MURAL, SITUATED 

WITHIN SHERBORNE HOUSE 

 

How will the aims of the Sherborne 

House Trust be made good? 

 

Representatives of the Friends met with 

Chris Mitchell and while the aims of the new 

trust are clear, the answer to the question 

was in whatever ways the new Trust thinks 

fit. Our impression was that there is a 

willingness to draw on our experience. The 

intention is that the project should be self-

financing and will contain some commercial 

elements. Perhaps a shop and a restaurant 

or offices? What was ruled out was flats or 

a hotel, but for the rest, nothing is excluded. 

There is now a period of exploration and 

consultation. 

 

How will Sherborne House relate to the 

Paddock Garden development? 

 

The current plan is that the Paddock 

Garden project will go ahead and will not be 

in competition with Sherborne House but 

rather complementary. Details to follow.  

 

The role of the Friends 

 

At the meeting, the past record of the 

Friends multifarious activities was explained 

and in some detail. It is an impressive list of 

achievements. We expressed delight at the 

new turn of events and offered full support 

and co-operation in whatever way the new 

Trust thinks fit. Our impression was that 

such offers would be welcome and that 

there is a desire to draw on our experience 
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and achievements and knowledge of the 

potential of the House. Again, we can but 

await events. 

 

Dame Elisabeth Frink 

 

There was much discussion on of the 

archive of Elisabeth Frink. No-one knew 

what the situation was but subsequently it 

was learned that Lin Jammet, Frink’s son, 

has donated the collection to the nation and 

had specified that it should be distributed 

around the United Kingdom. In part, it is to 

Dorchester but Sherborne House was ruled 

out.  

 

On the other hand, should the new Trust go 

ahead with the proposed gallery behind 

Sherborne House, then Frink’s works can of 

course be displayed there.  

 

 

Endowment 

 

Long ago, the Friends identified the need 

for an endowment fund to safeguard the 

future of the House. An appeal was duly 

launched and some £16,000 raised but 

given the uncertainty of the future it wasn’t 

deemed practical to take the matter further. 

The point was made at the meeting but was 

taken no further. 

 

Other News 

 

First and foremost, the members of the 

Committee would like to express their 

heartfelt thanks to all of you for your loyalty 

to the cause and your continued support 

however bleak the future might have 

seemed.  

 

Programme of events  

 

It is hoped that we can once more offer 

talks, visits and other events in the near 

future. We have plenty of ideas for this. 

 

The Charles Dickens/William Charles 

Macready Sherborne House Screen 

 

At the moment the screen is in store. Its 

reputation, however, has spread. We 

recently had a request for it to be included 

in Collage Exhibition in the Museum of 

Modern Art in Edinburgh where works by 

the like of Picasso and Salvdor Dali will also 

be displayed. The Private View for this will 

be on 28
th
 June 2019. All Friends are 

invited! We will get back to you later as to 

how the visit will be organised. 

In the meantime, we intend to have an 

evening event to display the screen and at 

the same time ask Rebecca Donan to talk 

about how the conservation was 

undertaken and Professor Catherine 

Waters to speak on the associated website.  

 

 

Annual General Meeting 

 

The Annual General meeting will be held on 

Monday 21
st
 January 2019, 

7.00 for 7.30  in the Raleigh Hall, Digby 

Road, Sherborne to consider the following 

agenda: 

1. To receive apologies for absence 

2. To approve the minutes of the last AGM 

3. To receive the Chairman’s report 

4. To approve the accounts 

5. Election of officers: 

 Chairman & Vice Chairman 

 Hon. Treasurer 

 Hon. Secretary 

 Membership Secretary 

6. To elect members of the Committee. 

 

The formal business concluded, we hope to 

be able to give you more information on the 

future of the House and what the Friends  

may be called upon to do to assist the new 

Sherborne House Trust. 

 

 

 

 

Jeremy Barker 


