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            FRIENDS’ 
UPDATE 

Friends of Sherborne House 
         August  2019

 

Sherborne House 
We understand that discussions 
continue around Sherborne House. 
Plans are being discussed with Historic 
England and heritage planning 
consultants and it is hoped that an 
application for planning approval will be 
submitted later this year. It is a slow 
process getting to the point where an 
application gets the support of those 
involved so it is a time for patience. 
 

The Paddock Project 
Meantime, since the Paddock Project 
planning application was unanimously 
approved in June, the project team has 
been busy planning for the site to be 
cleared and the construction works to 
begin. Their first job is to do more site 
investigation works and soon they will 
be putting gates in the wall in Old 
Market carpark for vehicular access.  

The project has been in discussion with 
Dorset Council and Sherborne Town 
Council to consider the practicalities of 
access and construction and they are 
committed to causing as little disruption 
as possible to residents and visitors. 

The Macready/Dickens screen  
An Exhibition of collage entitled Cut and 
Paste has recently opened at the 
Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art 
(Modern Two) in Edinburgh. Dominating 
the first room, and beautifully presented, 
is the Macready/Dickens Sherborne 
House Screen, which the Friends 
funded to be repaired and conserved by 
Rebecca Donnan.  Cut and Paste: 400 

Years of Collage is the first survey 
exhibition of collage ever to take 
place anywhere in the world and several 
Friends went to Edinburgh for the 
private view.  
 
The screen is a significant exhibit and 
has attracted a lot of attention. The 
curator of the exhibition said 
“The gallery goers were fascinated by 
the screen, its history, personalities and 
the narratives pertaining to it. 
It is delightful to imagine such two great 
men of the Victorian age, such close 
friends that they happily worked 
together to envisage a project of this 
nature. The screen as both gay, light 
hearted, educational, aesthetically 
pleasing and austere in varying 
measures. What a fantastic 
documentary artefact of social history. 
We are extremely fortuitous to have it 
gracing our collage exhibition in 
Scotland's National Gallery of Modern 
Art.” 
The exhibition was well reviewed by 
many national papers and magazines 
including the well regarded art 
publication Apollo Magazine. 
 

New Committee 
At the AGM a new committee was voted 
in with James Hedin as chairman and 
Giles Harvey as vice chairman. Many 
other past committee members have 
agreed to serve again including Jeremy 
Barker. We are delighted that John 
Thomson has agreed to carry on as 
Treasurer and that Sarah Whittick has 
taken on the role of Secretary and press 
and publicity coverage. 

 

https://www.nationalgalleries.org/visit/scottish-national-gallery-modern-art
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/visit/scottish-national-gallery-modern-art
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New Website 
Your new committee felt it was important 
to have a new website as the old one 
which was primarily run by the old 
Sherborne House Trust had been 
withdrawn so there was now no web 
presence telling about the history of the 
House, the Mural and Sir James 
Thornhill. Work will start on the new 
website in the Autumn and we will let 
you know when it is up and running. 
 

Occasional Papers  
Your committee has decided to 
recommence the publication of the 
Sherborne House Occasional Papers on 
subjects related to the rich history of the 
House. 
Two further papers have now been 
published, both by Jeremy Barker. The 
first is on Sir James Thornhill’s Folke 
Altarpiece, a painting of the 
Resurrection donated to Folke Church in 
the eighteenth century and an early 
work by the Dorset painter. The second 
is a beautifully illustrated and presented 
work centred on the two coach panels 
attributed to Thornhill, currently held in 
Dorset County Museum. It is “a 
sumptuous and erudite publication with 
a thrill on every page and some of the 
photographs are truly exceptional.”  
Jeremy Barker says he aims to:” place 
the panels in the context of Thornhill’s 
work as a whole and explain the 
complex allegory and symbolism of all 
Thornhill’s nine known coach panels.” 
See below for the book signing details.  

 

Programme of events  
We have planned a number of events 
which we hope you will support. More 
details to follow. 
 

Book Signing 
Jeremy Barker will sign his recent books 
and talk briefly about two aspects of Sir 
James Thornhill’s works never before 
studied in depth  

The Folke Altarpiece (the Dorset 
painter’s earliest known work) and Sir 
James Thornhill’s Painted Coach Panels 
in Dorset County Museum – in Context 
 

Winstone’s Bookshop Cheap Street, 
Sherborne 

 
Wednesday 25

th
 September 2019 

6.30 for 7pm 
 

Wine and Light Refreshments 
Entry free and all welcome 
 

Talk by Brett Dolman, Curator of 

Paintings at Hampton Court  
Art in the Palace from Thornhill to 
Raphael: Hampton Court in the 18

th
 

century. 
Beddington Lecture Theatre Sherborne 
Wed 9

th
 October 6.30 for 7. 

Tickets £10 to include wine and 
refreshments. Tickets available from 
Jeremy Barker. 
 

Visit to Thornhill House  
Visit to the restored house and a  
talk on Obelisks plus a picnic  planned 
for April 2020. 
 

Exhibition in Holt Gallery   
The Sherborne House Collection 
Exhibition - Holt Gallery planned for Feb 
15-22  2020. 
 
 

Presentation of the Screen to the 
Public in Sherborne  

In planning for 2020 

 
Visit to Hampton Court  

Planned for 2020 
 


